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Welcome Home
W

e are honored that you have chosen to join us here in the City of Rochester! For more than 200
years, people like you and your family have chosen to live in Rochester because of the pristine smalltown charm, beautiful natural features, and our proximity to everything you need to live, work, and play.
Nestled on the eastern side of Oakland County, we pride ourselves on being a family-oriented
community that stays true to its rich history, while always keeping an eye on the future. You are
joining a community of around 13,000 people across our four-square mile area and no matter what your
interests are, there is something here for you! Whether it’s our nationally-recognized public schools
for your children, our expansive and welcoming rivers, trails, and parks, or our charming downtown,
there are a million reasons to love living in Rochester and those reasons are why we know you will too.
In a recently completed City-wide survey, out of nearly 1,240 households that responded, 98%
reported that the quality of life they experience here as “Excellent” or “Good”. Among the other
categories that over 90% of our community recognized as outstanding features are our services
provided by the City, the appearance of residential neighborhoods and downtown area, the feeling of safety
in the City, and the quality and maintenance of the rivers, trails and parks in the community. We are always
looking for ways we can improve, and people like you are the key to making this community be the best it can be!
Throughout the following pages, you will find resources that connect you to the many
amenities within our City, but we are only scratching the surface! Our City has so much to
offer, and we encourage you to reach out to us at City Hall if you have any questions. We look forward to
seeing you around town and on behalf of your City Council, our City Staff, and the entire community:

Welcome to Rochester!
Demographics
2010 U.S. Census Information
City Size: 3.83 Square miles
Population: 12,711
Households: 5,994
Median Family Income: $76,603
Median Home Value: $276,900
Age: See Graph

5%

3%
9%

12%

10-19

14%

13%
18%

0-9
20-29
30-39
40-49

13%
13%

50-59
60-69
70-79
80+

3

City of Rochester Streets Map
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City of Rochester Zoning Map
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Our History...
The City of Rochester has the honor of being the first settlement in
Oakland County in what was then
Avon Township. Rochester Michigan’s first pioneer was the Graham
Family, who built a log cabin in
1817 near what is now the corner
of Main & 2nd Street. The city was
named for Rochester New York
as many of early settlers in the
area had come from New York.
Rochester was officially incorporated as a Village on April 12, 1869.
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Early settlers in Rochester and
the surrounding areas had family
farms and the town could produce almost all of its food and
clothes. The proximity to major
rivers meant that Rochester could
increase factory production. Farming remained a very important
part of the economy until the early
1900’s when public transport made
jobs in other parts of the region
much more efficient to travel to.

The nearby water
sources were an
attraction to the
area, as the original settlement in
Rochester was
near to the
Paint Creek
River which runs
through the
current Main Street in Rochester. The three rivers in
the town allowed for mills to flourish and the town
quickly produced logging and wool mills in the 1850’s.

The Western
Knitting Mills
building is a
registered
historical
landmark.
Today this
historical
building is
home to the
Rochester Mills Brewing Co. A railroad ran through
Rochester, but was eventually retired, disassembled
and rebuilt as the Paint Creek Trail.

As the surrounding
region began to
grow exponencially
over the early 20th
century, the Village
of Rochester maintained its role as a
regional destination
and its downtown
has remained a
vibrant commecial district.
The Village was incorporated as a City in 1967 and in
the early 1980’s it added more than 2 square miles of

land from then Avon
Township, more than
doubling its size to
what you see today. In
2017 we celebrated
Rochester’s
bicentennial
anniversary. To
commemorate the
200 years anniversary,
the City unveiled a bicentennial monument in
Rochester municipal park, a fully functional sundial and
commemorative marker stones.

Your Government
City Council
The City of Rochester works
under a Council-Manager
form of government with a
seven member City Council. The Council holds all the
legislative and policy forming
powers of the City and they
hold the responsibility of
adopting and amending the
City Code, as well as setting
the goals and objectives for
the City Manager and the administrative staff of the City.

City of Rochester City Council

Six of the seven council members serve staggered four-year terms, with the seventh member serving only a twoyear term. Elections are held every other year, with four seats open for election.The three highest vote recipients
are granted the four-year terms, with the fourth highest vote recipient receiving the two-year term. After the
regular election, council is responsible for electing one council member to serve as the Mayor for the following
year. The Mayor has no administrative responsibilities, but does act as the political leader of the community and
as the Chief Elected Official. The Mayor Pro Tem is also elected from within the Council and is responsible for
running council meetings and representing the City in the absence of the Mayor. Council members serve on a
part-time basis, with nominal pay.

City Manager
The City Manager is appointed by the City Council to serve as the chief administrative officer of the City. It is the responsibility of the City Manager to carry out
policies formulated by the City Council.The City Manager is also responsible for the
supervision and management of all the services of the City, including the enforcement of the City Code of Ordinances and applicable laws of the State.
The City Manager’s Office prepares the City’s budget for consideration by the City
Council and is responsible for administering the budget as adopted. The City Manager also keeps the Council informed as to the financial affairs of the City. The City
Manager is also responsible for the administrative management of all employees except the City Clerk and the Finance Director, whom are also appointed by Council.
Blaine Wing
Rochester City Manager
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City Meetings
City Council & Other Meetings
The City Council is the legislative body that adopts
Ordinances that create new chapters or amend the
current city code for the City of Rochester Municipal
Government. All members of the public are welcome
to appear before the City Council. Please contact the
city manager or any Council member if you wish to
be scheduled on the Agenda for an upcoming Council meeting. City Council Meetings are scheduled on
the second and fourth Monday of each month at 7
pm, except for holidays. All meeting dates and times
are subject to change. You can watch live broadcasts
and re-runs of City meetings on cable TV and on City’s
website, www.rochestermi.org/webcasts. City Council, Planning Comission and Downtown Development
Authority(DDA) meetings are all broadcasted live.
Each of the other Boards, Commissions, and Committees meet on their own individual schedules, such as
bi-weekly, monthly, or as needed. For additional information on upcoming meetings and the topics to be
discussed, please contact Rochester City Hall, or visit
www.rochestermi.org/83/boards-commissions.

Council Chambers, Rochester Municipal Offices

8

Opportunities to Serve
One of the most important aspects of any community is the ability for individuals to get involved with what is important to them.
The City of Rochester offers many options for its citizens to participate in what goes on around town through different boards,
commissions and committees. Applications are available online at www.rochestermi.org/bcapplication.
Brownfield Redevelopment Authority
Prepares,
amends,
adopts,
and
submits to the Rochester City Council for
approval a new set of bylaws and rules of
procedure as it pertains to brownfield
projects.

Parking Advisory Board
Aids and assists City and City Council
regarding parking matters, including the
Downtown parking structures.

Planning Commission
Recommend the boundaries of the
various zoning districts and appropriCemetery Advisory Committee
Aids, assists and advises the City ate regulations to be enforced. They
Council with the administration of the also propose measures affecting the
movement of traffic, the segregation of
City’s cemetery.
residential and business districts and
the convenience and safety in any way
City Beautiful Commission
Conceives, formulates, promulgates, and dependent on city planning and zoning.
develops plans for the beautification of
Principal Shopping District Board
Rochester.
Oversees the promotional and
marketing of retail and special
Compensation Commission
events, campaigns, and partnerDetermines the salaries of all elected
ships in Downtown Rochester.
officials.
Construction Board of Appeals
Hears appeals and renders a decision for Retirement Board
Administers and manages the Pension
rejected building permits.
and OPEB Benefits.
Dinosaur Hill Nature Preserve
Represents and communicates public Board of Ethics
interest regarding Dinosaur Hill Nature Hears prospective claims of alleged
violations of the city’s ethics ordinance.
Preserve.
Downtown Development Authority
Enhances quality of life for the City
through revitalization of the downtown
district, with respect to the natural environment and historical character of the
downtown.
Historical Commission
Protects and serves Rochester’s
historic and prehistoric resources for
the use, education, enjoyment, and
economic benefit of present and future
generations.

Historic District Study Committee
Conducts research, photographs, and
determines historic and non-historic resources within each proposed
historic district.
Historic District Commision
Fosters
historic
preservatoin
activities, projects and programs
within the City.
Library Board Liaison
Rochester Hills Public Library is located in Rochester and it’s funded through
a millage by Oakland Township and
Rochester Hills. Rochester portion is
included in general city operating millage.
Older Persons’ Commission
Adopts and monitors policies under the
provisions of the Interlocal Agreement,,
which establishes the basic purpose,
organization, structure and operation of
OPC.
Paint Creek Trailways Commission
Responsible for the ownership and
maintenance of the Paint Creek Trail.

RARA Board
Provides recreation programs for all
ages, in a variety of areas, such as sports ,
Board of Review
Finance and Treasury Department fitness, skiing, special events and more.
coordinate with the City Assessor for
the three annual Boards of Review in Tree Committee
Focused on working with our youth and
March, July and December.
local residents to educate them on the
value of the urban canopy.
Community Media Network
Supports public access for residents, Zoning Board of Appeals
organizations, schools and agencies of Hears appeals, evaluates requests for
the consortium, with free or low-cost interpretations and approves or denies
access to television production, training, dimensional and use variances.
and cablecast.
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How can we help you?
City Hall Services
City Hall is a great place to ask questions about
what is happening around town, with City Council, as well as the City’s budget, and the
status of various projects between different
departments of the City.
Rochester’s City Hall, at 400 6th Street, is your
primary place to find the resources and
information you need. The professional and
friendly staff is responsible for assisting you with
the following services:

Permits

Building Permits
Tree permits
Pet Licenses & Dog Park Permits
Monthly Parking Permits
Sign Permits
Special Event Permits
Block Party Permits

Information Requests

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
Utility & Tax Bill Information
Planning and Zoning Information
General City Information

Rochester City Hall - 400 Sixth Street

Payment of Bills

Tax Bills
Utility Bills
Special Event Fees
Parking Tickets
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) fees

Applications

Kiwanis Park-Shelter Reservations
Automatic Payment Option for Utility Bills - ACH
Dial a Dump Truck
SOCRRA
Certificate of Occupancy Applications

Residents are encouraged to sign up on the “Notify Me” tab located on the bottom of the home page of the
City’s website www.rochestermi.org to receive text or email alerts for power outages, snow emergencies, leaf
collecton updates, also notifications about different construction projects, Council, Planning Commission and
Zoning Board of Appeals Agendas. For a comprehensive list of all the alerts and notifications offered by the City
please check the “Notify Me” tab located on the bottom of the home page of the City’s website, www.rochestermi.org.
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City of Rochester uses SeeClickFix also known as Rochester 2.0 to quickly acknowledge citizens requests,
communicate easily, assign work and send requests to the right department and individual. The service can be
used to report a pothole, damaged sidewalk or other local service requests. The residents can also track the
status of reports they or other members of community have submited and follow the issue from the time is reported until it’s resolved. If you’d like to report an issue with your smart phone, please download our Rochester
Works mobile app.

How can we help you?
Bill Payment and Payment Options
We know our customers have busy lives and need choices when it comes to making payments for services. That
is why the City of Rochester is pleased to offer a variety of options when it comes to paying your bill, whether
it’s by phone, online or in person.

In-Person Payments
Residents and businesses can pay bills and fees in person by cash, check or credit/debit card at City of Rochester
City Hall, 400 6th St., Rochester, MI 48307. Please note a convenience fee will be added to any credit/debit card
payments.

Mail Payments
Check or money order payments can be mailed to:
City of Rochester
400 6th St.
Rochester, MI 48307

Phone Payments
Bills and fees can be paid over the phone by credit/debit card by calling the City Hall at 248-733-3700.
Please note a convenience fee will be added to any credit/debit card payments.

Online Payments
If you’re looking to pay your bills, fees, and parking tickets online,
using a credit/debit card or electronic check, head over to
www.rochester.com/payments for more information on this
convenient service. Please note a convenience fee will be added to
any credit/debit card payments.

Drive Up Drop-Off Payments
Bills, fees and parking tickets can be paid by check or money
order using the drop box on the west side of the City Hall
building. Please include the payment stub or add your property
address, account number, ticket number or any relevant information
for identifying your payment.
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City Departments
Finance & Treasury Department
The Finance and Treasury Department is responsible for the accounting and reporting of financial activity in the
City of Rochester government. This department is responsible for preparing the city’s annual budget. Producing
payroll, accounts payable and accounts receivable documentation, as well as the city’s tax roll.
The Finance Department also collects and settles ad valorem property taxes in the City, as well as acts as the
property tax collection agency for Rochester Community Schools, Oakland Schools ISD, Oakland Community
College, State Education Fund, Oakland County, and the Older Persons’ Commission (OPC).
Residents are encouraged to contact the City for additional information regarding the tax assessments, water
and sewer billing and for general budgetary questions. The City prides itself on being a financially responsible
organization, which has led to Rochester maintaining a AAA bond rating, giving the City the best possible rates
for financing projects and initiatives for the community. For additional information, please visit
www.rochestermi.org/finance or contact the City’s Finance Director/Treasurer, Anthony Moggio, at
248-733-3700.

City Clerk Department
The City Clerk serves as the primary record keeper and elections coordinator for the City. The City Clerk
supervises the work of our staff in terms of all records, cemetery records, official City meeting minutes, and all
public records and Freedom of Information Act requests.
The City Clerk does not maintain birth or death records. Birth records may be obtained from Ascension
Providence Hospital or City of Rochester Hills if born after 1984 and death records may be obtained from the
City of Rochester Hills Clerk’s Office or Oakland County Clerk’s Office.
Should you have any questions regarding the administration of local, State and Federal elections, the Issuance of
pet licenses, dog park permits or burials at the Mt. Avon Municipal Cemetery please contact Lee Ann O’Connor,
the City Clerk, at 248-733-3700 or visit www.rochestermi.org/cityclerk.
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Taxes
City of Rochester Property Taxes
Taxing jurisdictions, such as the City of Rochester, use millage rates and taxable values of properties to
determine the amount of annual property tax a homeowner must pay. Millage rates are comprised of mills, where
each mill represents $1 of taxes per $1,000 of taxable value. The taxable value of property is usually less than
the State
Equalized Value (SEV) of the property, which is always half of the estimated market value of the property.
Millage rates are set by each local taxing jurisdiction, and recreation and transportation authorities. Each
jurisdiction is enabled to levy millage rates through the authority granted by state law and, where they exist, local
charters and voted millage rates.
Property owners will recieve two tax bills per year, one in the summer, and one in the winter. You can pay
these bills via mail, in-person at City Hall, or you
can pay online by electronic check, Visa, or Mastercard. You will need to enter your Parcel ID
number or your property address and the code
number. All of this can be found on the front of
your tax bill. For more information about paying
your taxes online, please visit
www.rochestermi.org/taxes.
You may access your tax information and make
payments 24/7 by dialling toll free (888) 600-3773
and entering your 10 digit parcel ID number
begining with 15.
Payments can also be made online by accessing
the link on the City’s web page at
www.rochestermi.org.
If you have any questions please contact the City
Treasurer’s Office at (248) 733-3700.
Assessing, building and tax information is also available at www.bsaonline.com.

13

How Do I Vote?
Voter Registration
All federal, state, and local elections are administered by the City of Rochester. Pursuant to state election law,
polls are open from 7:00 am to 8:00 pm on all election days. You must vote at the polling place for the precinct
in which you reside.
To register as an elector in the State of Michigan, you must be 18 years of age and have been a resident of the
community for 30 days prior to the election. Register to vote using the Voter Registration Form online at
www.rochestermi.com, or you may also register in person at any Secretary of State Office or local Clerk’s
Office.
A General Municipal Election is held in November of every odd year. Four members of
the City Council are elected during these
elections. The three candidates receiving the
highest number of votes each serve for a
four-year term, and the candidate receiving
the fourth highest number of votes serves
for a two-year term.
Persons interested in running for City Council must be registered to vote and must submit nominating petitions as required by law.
No primary will be held if fewer than eight
candidates submit petitions.
For more information on elections, contact
the City Clerk at (248) 733-3700.
City of Rochester Voting Precinct Map

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
The Michigan Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) entitles all persons, except those incarcerated in state or local
correctional facilities,to full and complete information regarding the affairs of government and the official acts of those
who represent them as public officials and public employees.The City Clerk is the FOIA Coordinator for the City.
A FOIA Request Form is available to facilitate your request and should be submitted to the City Clerk. You will
receive a response within five business days, in accordance with State of Michigan laws. For more information on
the Freedom of Information Act, contact the City Clerk’s Office at (248) 733-3700.
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Public Safety
Police
Department
Emergency: 911

The Rochester Police Department serves the city with 26
full time employees and a few seasonal staff.The department
is responsible for all police services within the 3.8-squaremile boundary of the city and is dedicated to providing the
highest quality police services to all those who live, work
and shop within the city.
The Rochester Police Department offers a wide range of
services for our community, including parking permits, vehicle lockout assistance, bike registration, concealed weapon
permits, special event permitting, liquor license applications
and much more!
The Rochester Police Department was established in 1924.
Prior to that time, the Oakland County Sheriff’s Office was
the law enforcement agency for the village. The village also
had a part-time village Marshall and Avon Township constables. The officials would walk the downtown area at night,
checking for open doors or other suspicious activity.
It is important to remember that the Police Department
works in partnership with the citizens we serve. Citizens
should always feel free to contact our dispatchers to request police assistance or just to ask a question. For all of
the services offered by the Rochester Police Department,
please visit www.rochestermi.org/police.
An “E-Commerce Safety Zone” has been marked with
signs in our parking lot by the police station, to be used by
citizens for E-Commerce transactions such as E-Bay, Craigslist, Facebook and the like. The area is open to public, welllit and under video surveillance from our dispatch center.
Police Chief - Steve J. Schettenhelm
E-mail - sschettenhelm@rochestermi.org
Phone - 248-651-9621
Address - 400 Sixth St, Rochester, MI 48307

Fire
Department
Emergency:
911

The Rochester Fire Department is responsible for providing emergency fire, rescue, and medical response for
members of the community as well as to other local communities through cooperative agreements.
They are also responsible for the code compliance division
within the City, as they oversee the business registration,
rental property registration, vacant & abandoned building
registration and general ordinance code enforcement.
The Fire Department is staffed with a full-time Fire Chief,
and a staff of both full time and paid-on-call volunteer fire
fighters. This dedicated group also provide fire prevention
and safety classes, along with hazardous materials response
and training, as well as investigating fires and incidents and
providing fire code inspections.
For much of Rochester’s early history, the area did not have
a dedicated Fire Department. On July 1, 1895, the Rochester Village Council adopted a resolution to develop a charter fire department, with two hose companies, a hook and
ladder company and the office of chief engineer. From that
day on the Rochester Fire Department has become a staple
of the Rochester community and the Fire Hall remains a
historic landmark.
For additional information regarding the City of Rochester’s
Fire Department, please visit www. rochestermi.org/fire.

Fire Chief - John Cieslik
E-mail - jcieslik@rochestermi.org
Phone - 248-651-4470

Address - 277 E. Second St, Rochester, MI 48307
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Department Of Public Works
(DPW)
As a citizen within the City, you are entitled to a wide-range of services through The Rochester Department of
Public Works. This department handles all maintenance of City’s right-of-ways, including streets, bridges, parking
decks and sidewalks, street sweeping and snowplowing and pick-up services for brush and leaves. The DPW is
also responsible for the operation and maintenance of the water, sanitary sewer and storm sewer systems.
The DPW is also in charge of overseeing and maintaining the nine parks that serve recreational needs of all ages
and also maintaining the portions of the Paint Creek Trail and Clinton River Trail that are within the city
boundaries. For any questions and concerns contact DPW at 248-651-5165. or visit
www.rochestermi.org/publicworks.
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Rochester Community Garden
Come together and put your green thumb to work at one of the local community gardens in the Rochester area!
The Rochester Community Garden is a 2010 project by the City Beautiful Commission and it was designed to
allow interested residents, seniors and apartment dwellers to lease a plot of land for growing fruits and
vegetables in a community setting.
The garden is located in Scott Street Park on Woodward Avenue, adjacent to Dinosaur Hill Nature Preserve and
the Public Works Facility.The area consists of a number of raised planting beds, each divided in 3 separate garden
plots, which are approximately 4-by-8-feet each. The garden plots can be leased by residents for $30 a year and
for $35 for nonresidents.
The committee created guidelines for what may be planted and how the gardens should be taken care of; there
are no chemicals allowed to be used in the planting or maintenance of the gardens. Gardeners are also
encouraged to dedicate part of their garden to the Rochester Area Neighborhood House community food bank
or help maintain the food bank’s part of the garden.
Dinosaur Hill Nature Preserve and the Garden Advisory Committee help manage the garden and keep
residents up to date on its progress. For more details about the garden visit the Dinosaur Hill Website at
www.dinosaurhill.org/CommunityGarden.

17

Water & Sewer
Water and Sewer Services
The City of Rochester has two separate water systems. The eastern half of the city is served by the Great Lakes
Water Authority (GLWA) water system.A municipal well field serves the western half of the city, which is located
off of North Livernois Road. The Department of Public Works handles routine maintenance of sewer mains
within the City. The portion of the sewer that is located between the house and the connection to the City’s
sewer main is the responsibility of the resident to maintain. Water and sewer service accounts are maintained at
City Hall and the bills are mailed on quarterly basis.

Automatic Payment Option for Utility Bills - ACH
This program allows you to automatically pay your quarterly bill through your checking or savings account. This
service is free and the easiest, most dependable and most convenient way to pay your water and sewer bill.
To sign up for this program print and fill out the ACH & Paperless Bill Form from the City’s website
www.rochestermi.org, attach a voided check, and mail to or drop them off at City Hall. The ACH payment will
apply to your next quarterly utility bill.

Irrigation Meter Program
If you have a large lawn and irrigate frequently it might be beneficial for you to install an additional Irrigation
Meter in your home. This meter will calculate the water you use outside your home to irrigate your lawns and
wash your cars. Since the water does not enter the sanitary system, the amount will be deducted from the sewer
portion of your bill.
These meters are relatively expensive, so if you are curious about whether or not an irrigation meter will
benefit you, please e-mail us your street address and we will conduct an analysis of your situation based upon your
past water meter readings. We will reply to you within 3 business days with an estimated payback period of an
irrigation meter. This calculation will use an estimated summer irrigation usage based on your watering habits
from past bills.

How Do I Read My Water Meter?
When reading your water meter, you want to focus on the numbers
that are underlined. For example, in the photo to the right, the reading
is 62, and, assuming the previous quarter’s read was 50, then the usage
was 12 units of water since the last read.
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For more information about Rochester’s water and sewer rates, as well as for additional information about
water quality reports, please contact the DPW at 248-651-5165 or see Rochester’s Municipal Water
Ordinances at www.rochestermi.org/water.

Refuse & Recycling Service
Regular Garbage/Recycling
Normal household trash and recycling removal is completed by Green For Life (GFL) Environmental Services.
Recycling is mandatory in the City of Rochester and the items are to be placed in the recycling containers provided
by the City. Garbage and recycling containers must be at the curb by 7:00 am on the day of pick-up. If you are not
sure of your trash pick-up day, please call City Hall at 248-733-3700, or contact GFL Environmental at 888-877-4996.
If you would like to purchase a large 65 gallon trash bin, request a 35 or 65 gallon recycling bin or have questions about
recycling materials, please contact GFL at 844-464-3587 and arrange for delivery directly to your property.

Large Item Pick-Up
After the normal trash truck passes by a separate truck will be sent to remove large items that do not fit in the normal
trash truck. For larger items and special pickups, we encourage you to contact the Public Works Department and coordinate a cost estimate and pick-up. If you have any additional questions or concerns, please contact Department of Public
Works at 248 651-5165, or visit www.rochestermi.org/publicworks.

Yard Waste, Leaf Pickup and Chipping Services
The City’s waste hauler picks up yard waste from April through November. Yard waste must be placed in kraft paper bags
or in a container clearly marked “yard waste.” Yard waste placed in plastic bags will not be picked up. You may pick up
yard waste stickers to be placed onto trash cans at City Hall.
The Department of Public Works also offers leaf pick-up to the residents in the fall only. Leaves should be raked to the
curb for removal. Please do not throw brush or garden trimmings in the leaf piles as it plugs up the machines. If the crews
see brush or garden trimmings in the leaf piles they will go around the leaf pile.
You can track the progress of the leaf pick-up crews by signing up to receive updates on the “Notify Me” tab on the City’s
main website or through our map at www.rochestermi.org/508/Leaf-Collection. The map is updated daily and
it indicates what area is the crew curently working on and which area will be next.
Incidental brush pick-up is offered year round by the Department of Public Works. Please stack all cut ends in the same
direction. Do not throw lumber, landscape ties, roots or root balls, or picker type bushes in with the rest of the pile. These
items must be separated. Contracted tree trimmings will not be picked up by the Department of Public Works. You must
have the contractor who completed the tree work remove the associated brush.

Snow Removal
The City follows a “Prioritization” system when plowing. Major roads are cleared first and then local streets wil be cleared
next, so please be assured that all streets will be plowed. The Department of Public Works asks residents who have
mailboxes at the edge of the road to prepare for winter by shaking their mailbox. The initiative is intended to prevent
mailboxes from being damaged by snow pushed off the road by snowplows.
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Building Department
The Building Department is dedicated to safeguarding public property and to the welfare of the residents and businesses by regulating and controlling the numerous factors involved wtih development.

Do I need a permit?
A building permit application must be completed whenever a building or structure is to be erected, altered,
enlarged, structurally repaired, moved, or converted to different use groups as defined in the building code. For
more information, contact the Building Department at 248-733-3700.
When is a permit required:
A building permit is required for new buildings, additions, decks, porches, hot tubs, pools more than 24” deep,
sheds over 200 sq. ft., basement finishes, roofing, replacement windows or doors.
A zoning permit is required for fences and sheds under 200 ft.
A plumbing, mechanical and/or electrical permit is required when any alteration is made to the above listed
systems including new fixtures, new circuits, furnance, A/C or water heater replacements, fireplaces, etc.
A permit is not required for the roof that is being replaced less than 25%, redecorating, concrete or paver
patios on grade, private property driveways or sidewalks on grade.
Requirements for submissions (garages, decks, additions, basements, alterations, etc.)
• A completed building permit application
• Two sets of drawings at ¼” scale - include all dimensions, cross section, floor plans and elevations.
• A plot plan showing all buildings, covered porches, ect. Show all setbacks and lot coverage calculations (30%
total coverage). Also show any tree that must be removed (permit required).
Requirements for submissions (new home)
• A completed building permit application.
• Two sets of construction drawings designed by an architect.
• A site plan drawn by a registered engineer or surveyor. The site plan should include: lot coverage calculations,average grade calculations, drainage patterns for storm water and show, all grade elevations and label
all trees and identify trees to be removed (permit required).

Tree Removal Permit
City of Rochester residents that intend to remove any protected tree of 7 inches in diameter or greater, need
to fill out the new Tree Removal Permit form and pay a $50 processing fee (for the first 3 trees requested to be
removed) and submit it to the City’s Deputy City Manager & Professional Forester, Nik Banda, for review.
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For any questions regarding removal of any trees contact Nik Banda at (248) 733-3700 or by email at
nbanda@rochestermi.org.

Education For Your Children
Rochester Community Schools
The mission of Rochester Community Schools is to provide a
quality education in a caring atmosphere for students to attain the
necessary skills and knowledge to become lifelong learners and contribute to a diverse, interdependent, and changing world.
There are many aspects that make the Rochester Community School District one to be proud of! As a district
with more than 15,000 students, representing more than 55 countries, Rochester is within the top 10% for test
scores in Michigan, and the composite MEAP scores are well above the State and County averages as well. RCS
also maintains a 96% graduation rate, and 95% of graduates attend some form of post-secondary education.
Twenty-one of our schools have been built or renovated over the past eight years to provide state-of-the-art
educational facilities for our students and staff thanks to community support. The Rochester Community
Schools Foundation received over $517,000 in donations to support arts, academics and athletics throughout
the district. The Rochester Community Schools Enrichment Department offers a wide variety of recreation
and life long learning classes for both youth and adults. More information can be found on the district website
at www.rochester.k12.mi.us.

Elementary
Schools

Hampton
530 Hampton Circle
Rochester Hills, MI 48307
248-726-3700

Baldwin
4325 Bannister		
Rochester, MI 48306
248-726-3200

Hugger
5050 Sheldon		
Rochester Hills, MI 48306
248-726-3800

Brewster
1535 Brewster		
Rochester Hills, MI 48306
248-726-3300

Long Meadow
450 Allston		
Rochester Hills, MI 48306
248-726-3900

Brooklands
490 E. Auburn Road
Rochester Hills, MI 48307
248-726-3400

McGregor
1101 W. First Street

Delta Kelly
3880 Adams Road		
Oakland Twp., MI 48363
248-726-3500
Hamlin
270 Hamlin Road		
Rochester Hills, MI 48307
248-726-3600

Rochester, MI, 48309
248-726-4000
Meadow Brook
2350 Munster		
Rochester Hills, MI 48309
248-726-4100
Musson
3500 Dutton		
Rochester Hills, MI 48306
248-726-4200

North Hill
1385 Nahaffy			
Rochester Hills, MI 48307
248-726-4300

249-726-4900
West Middle School
500 Old Perch		
Rochester Hills, MI 48309
248-726-5000

University Hills
600 Croyden		
Rochester Hills, MI, 48309
248-726-4400

High
Schools

Middle
Schools
Hart Middle School
6500 Sheldon		
Rochester Hills, MI 48306
248-726-4500
Reuther Middle School
1430 Auburn E. 		
Rochester Hills, MI 48307
248-726-4700
Van Hoosen Middle School
1339 North Adams
Rochester Hills, MI 48306

ACE
1440 John R		
Rochester Hills, MI 48307
248-726-5900
Adams High School
3200 Tienken W. 		
Rochester Hills, MI 48306
248-726-5200
Rochester High School
180 Livernois S. 		
Rochester Hills, MI 48307
248-726-5400
Stoney Creek High School
525 East Tienken Road
Rochester Hills, MI 48307
248-726-5700
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Colleges & Universities
Oakland University
201 Meadow Brook Rd.
Rochester, MI 48309
248-370-2100

Oakland University is recognized as a student-centered, doctoral research institution with a global perspective. With 132 bachelor’s degree programs, and an additional 138 doctoral, master’s, and certificate programs, Oakland University is sure to have a program that fits your career goals. Oakland currently has an
enrollment of over 20,000 undergraduate and graduate students, and even has satellite campuses in Macomb County. Oakland University is also heavily involved in developing new knowledge, with over $38 million dollars of investment into research and over 100,000 square feet of devoted research space. No
matter what your goals are, there is a place for you to learn, grow, and aspire to rise at Oakland University.

Rochester University
800 West Avon Road
Rochester Hills, MI 48307
800-521-6010

Rochester University cultivates academic excellence, principled character, servant leadership, and global
awareness through a rigorous educational experience that integrates liberal arts and professional studies within
an inclusive Christian heritage. With just over 1,100 students, and over 24 undergraduate and special programs,
Rochester University offers a unique educational opportunity. Small class sizes with hands-on learning, flexible
course scheduling and multiple methods to pay for college are just a few of the benefits of attending Rochester
University.

Oakland Community
College
District Office
2480 Opdyke Rd.
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304-2266
248-341-2000
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Oakland Community College provides a high quality, affordable higher education opportunity to our community. With five campuses throughout Oakland County, OCC offers a caring environment, excellent instructors,
smaller classes and educational options to meet our community’s needs. It offers degrees and certificates in
approximately 100 high-demand career fields and university transfer degrees in business, science and the liberal
arts. Nearly half of OCC students intend to transfer to a four-year institution. The College has more than 200
transfer agreements with institutions across Michigan to ensure a seamless transition.

Community Resources
Ascension Providence
Rochester Hospital
1101 W. University Drive
Rochester, MI 48307
248-652-5000

Ascension Providence Rochester Hospital provides a full continuum of clinical programs nationally ranked for
quality excellence and a medical staff of nearly 500 physicians, representing a wide range of medical specialties
providing primary, secondary and tertiary-level care.The Hospital has newly renovated facilities and cutting-edge
technology for providing patients with the most advanced medical care on both an inpatient and outpatient basis.
Ascension Providence offers a wide range of medical services, including everything from family medicine, surgical
services, and comprehensive laboratory services all the way to nutrition counseling and diabetes services all
right here in Rochester! For a more complete look at the services available through the Ascension Providence
Rochester Hospital, head over to www.healthcare.ascension.org.

Rochester Hills Public Library
500 Olde Towne Rd.
Rochester, MI 48307
248-656-2900, www.rhpl.org
The Rochester Hills Public Library is located in the City of Rochester and equally serves the residents of Rochester, Rochester Hills,
and Oakland Township. Openend as Avon Township Free Public Library in 1925, the library has undergone many changes and has been
located in a few different locations. The current library facility was
developed in 1992 is located in Downtown Rochester.
Rochester Hills Public Library empowers people to explore and
create with resources that enlighten, educate, entertain, and inform.
Rochester, Rochester Hills and Oakland Township residents have
access among others to books, magazines, DVDs, audio books, video games. The library also offers a variety of programs, including an
annual summer reading challenge, parent-child workshops, teen and youth activities and weekly lectures. The
library’s expansive and user-friendly database
system allows cardholders to utilize ebooks, movies and music downloads, consumer reports, language and
genealogy services from the comfort of their home at no cost.

23

Places of Worship
The City of Rochester prides itself on being a welcoming and inclusive community for everyone, and that
mentality is reflected in the diverse places of worship that call Rochester and its surrounding communities home.
Below is a list of the places of worship located within the City’s boundaries, and our neighbors in Rochester
Hills, Oakland Township, Auburn Hills, and Shelby Township all support a wide variety of faiths and denominations as well.
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First Baptist Church of Rochester
6377 Orion
Rochester, MI, 48307
248-652-6151

First Church of Christ Scientist
1119 N. Main St.
Rochester, MI, 48307
248-652-3155

St. Andrew Catholic Church
1400 Inglewood Ave.
Rochester, MI, 48307
248-651-7486

Rochester First Church of the Nazarene
1799 Walton Blvd.
Rochester, MI, 48307
248-651-5744

Saint John Lutheran Church & School
1011 W. University Dr.
Rochester, MI, 48307
248-402-8000

First Congregational Church of Rochester
1315 Pine
Rochester, MI, 48307
248-651-6225

Paint Creek United Methodist Church
4420 Collins Road
Rochester, MI, 48307
248-373-2360

Christ Community Church
130 Walnut Blvd.
Rochester, MI, 48307
248-652-7888

St. Luke’s United Methodist Church
3980 Walton Blvd.
Rochester, MI, 48307
248-373-6960

Oak Arbor New Church
495 Oak Arbor Circle
Rochester, MI, 48307
248-652-3420

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
620 Romeo Rd.
Rochester, MI, 48307
248-651-9361

First Congregationalist Church of Rochester
1315 Pine
Rochester, MI, 48307
248-651-6225

Christian Science Reading Rooms
412 Main St.
Rochester, MI, 48307
248-651-1881

Unity Church of Rochester
1038 Harding
Rochester, MI, 48307
248-656-0120

Things To Do in Town
As a resident of the City of Rochester, you can take advantage of a wide array of opportunities to have fun, be
active, and get connected to the community as a whole.
The City maintains a pristine downtown area that is
consistently recognized as one of the preeminent downtowns in the state. Whether you’re looking to get something
to eat with family and friends, enjoy a night out on the town,
or do some shopping, Downtown Rochester is a walkable
and friendly environment that has something for everyone.
Downtown is also home to a variety of fun events throughDowntown Rochester during Big, Bright Light Show
out the year, include special Sidewalk Sales, Movies in the Moonlight,
Rochester Posed, Lagniappe, Fire & Ice Festival and the famous Big, Bright Light Show.

Rochester also features a Farmers Market that offers locally produced
vegetables, fruits, flowers, container gardens, fresh cut flowers, herbs,
homemade baked goods, gnocchi, jams and jellies, honey, maple syrup,
tea blends, locally roasted coffee, fish, various certified organic products including eggs, beef, chicken and much more!

Rochester Farmers Market

If you’re looking to get outside and enjoy the nature,
the City is also home to over 4 miles of trails, including
a large section of the Paint Creek Trail that runs from
Lake Orion in the north, all the way into Rochester
Hills to the south. The City is also home to seven
public parks that combine for over 300 acres of park
land. The largest park is the Rochester Municipal Park
that includes lighted tennis courts, a sand volleyball
court, two play structures for the kids, and a large band
shell for concerts in the park.

Paint Creek Trail
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Things To Do in the Area
While there are always things to do in Rochester, you are also in a prime location to take advantage of the many
attractions in the immediate region.
From Division I athletic events on the Blacktop at the Oakland
University O’Rena, to NAIA athletic events at Rochester College,
and even the United Shore Professional Baseball League in Utica,
there are nearly limitless possibilities on any day of the week for
you to get your live-sports fix.
If you’re in the mood for the latest block-buster film, there are a
variety of movie theaters within only a few miles of Downtown
Rochester.
Oakland University Basketball

You have a full range of choices in the area around
Rochester if you’re more in the mood for a show.
The Meadow Brook Amphitheater is located just
down the road and offers popular live music,
comedy shows, and much more.
The Oakland University Department of Music,
Theatre and Dance also puts on a variety of different performances that are open to the public
throughout the year and right on campus.
Meadow Brook Amphitheater

The Avon Players is a nonprofit community theater group that produces and
performs full-scale productions for an affordable price.
They are located in the quaint Historic District of Rochester Hills, Michigan;
only about two miles from the heart of downtown Rochester.
A major part of Rochester’s beauty is the mix between urban amenities and
rural charm, and the many golf courses are another piece of that appeal. With
over a dozen golf clubs and courses within a 20 minute drive of Downtown,
there is a place for everyone to get out and enjoy the beautiful scenery.
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A view from one of the many courses
around Rochester

Community Organizations
Rochester Avon Recreational Authority (RARA)
Rochester Avon Recreation Authority
500 E. Second St.
Rochester, MI 48307
947-886-0007
www.rararecreation.org
The Rochester Avon Recreation Authority, better known as RARA, is the primary provider of recreational services in the greater Rochester area since 1949. It offers recreation and sports opportunities for everyone from
adults looking to get active and involved, to younger kids and special needs individuals. Its programs are consistently evolving to meet the needs of the community as programs are evaluated on an annual basis and currently
include classes, leagues, day-camps and special events all year round.
The RARA recreation facility is located on East Second Street in Rochester, and provides a wide range of different options to get active! The facility includes a 10,000 square-foot turf field house, as well as dance studios, a
gym, an indoor playscape as well as locker rooms and a 10,000 square foot gymnasium.

Older Persons’ Commission (OPC)
Older Persons’ Commission
650 Letica Drive
Rochester, MI 48307
248-656-1403
www.opcseniorcenter.org
With a 90,000 sq. ft. state-of-the-art facility The Older Persons’ Commission (OPC)
provides something for everyone 50+ with a wide array of personal
enrichment, fitness, aquatic, social and travel offerings. It also offers supportive senior
services such as Meals on Wheels, Adult Day Service for those requiring daily assistance, transportation and much more.
Those who are 50+ and live in the City of Rochester, City of Rochester Hills or the
Charter Township of Oakland qualify to be a member of OPC. OPC’s
lifelong learning opportunities help to keep the mind healthy and engaged through a
large variety of exciting activities, classes, lectures and clubs.
Get connected with OPC by actively being involved in our programs, reading our
monthly newsletters or make a difference by becoming an OPC volunteer!
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Community Organizations
Rochester Area Youth Assistance (RAYA)
Rochester Area Youth Assistance
3200 W. Tienken
Rochester Hills, MI 48306
248-656-3558
www.raya-mi.org.
Rochester Area Youth Assistance (RAYA) is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) community
based, prevention organization whose goal is to strengthen youth and families and
reduce the incidence of delinquency, abuse and neglect through community involvement. Services and programs are available at no cost or a reduced cost to
school-age youth and families residing in the Rochester Community School District.
RAYA offers short term, family-focused counseling and casework services and
community based programs which include family education, a low-cost summer
camp for qualifying families, a mentoring program, financial
assistance scholarships for after-school activities, sports, camps, enrichment,
childcare, tutoring, and youth involvement. RAYA also sponsors an annual Youth Recognition Banquet in the spring which recognizes youth who are nominated for service
in their community, accomplishments, and for going above and beyond the ordinary.
RAYA is unique in that its Board of Directors is made up of volunteers and local leaders in the Rochester
community, and operates under the sponsorship of the Rochester Community School District, the local municipalities, and the Oakland County Circuit Court-Family Division.

Rochester Community House (RCH)
Rochester Community House (RCH)
816 Ludlow
Rochester, Michigan 48307
248-651-0622
www.rochestercommhouse.org
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The Rochester Community House, nestled in the Rochester
Community Park, is a local non-profit organization established in 1975
to provide a unique gathering place for members of our community
to enjoy. RCH also offers day and evening enrichment classes. Many
groups meet at the Community House for their monthly meetings
business, seminars or family parties. Plan your own unique family
party for weddings, anniversaries, reunions, baby or bridal showers or
seasonal events!

Resources for Businesses
Downtown Development Authority (DDA)
248-656-0060
www.downtownrochestermi.com
The Rochester Downtown Development Authority (DDA) was established in 1982 to enhance the quality of life
for the City of Rochester residents through revitalization of the downtown district. The DDA utilizes the Main
Street Four-Point Approach, a guiding set of principles for downtown management as set forth by the National
Main Street Center, a division of the National Trust for Historic Preservation. Downtown Rochester is a member
of Main Street Oakland County.
The DDA has standing committees assigned to execute the tasks of each of the four points:
• Maintaining an ongoing, comprehensive, downtown
management program with broad-based community
involvement.
• Seeking reuse of historic and architecturally
significant building whenever possible.
• Respecting the natural environment.
• Preserving downtown’s overall unique historical
character.
Farmers Market

The DDA Board of Directors includes business
owners, property owners, residents and liaison members rom the City Council, Chamber of Commerce, Principal Shopping District (PSD) and the Rochester Historical Commission.
The DDA Staff consists of an Executive Director,
Marketing Coordinator and Events Coordinator. The
DDA is funded through Tax-Increment Financing (TIF).
This means that taxes paid within the DDA District are
re-invested in the district annually.
Downtown Development Authority Meetings are open
to the public and scheduled on the third Wednesday
of each month at 7 pm at Rochester City Hall
Council Chambers, 400 Sixth Street, Rochester.
Meeting dates and times are subject to change.

Movies in the Moonlight
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Resources for Businesses
Principal Shopping District (PSD)
The Principal Shopping District (PSD) oversees the
promotional and marketing activities in Downtown
Rochester. The PSD is a self-imposed assessment funded
by the property owners in the business district.
The PSD Board along with members of the Promotions
Committee and DDA staff develop and implement
comprehensive promotions programs to include a
balance of retail-driven events, special community events,
general awareness campaigns, cooperative
advertising and marketing partnerships.

Big Bright Light Show

These activities include The Big, Bright Light Show, the
Downtown Rochester Farmers’ Market, Rochester’s
signature In Town Magazine, as well as events such as
Movies in the Moonlight, the Kris Kringle Market and the
Fire & Ice Festival.
The PSD Board meets the first Wednesday of every
month at 5:30pm at Rochester City Hall.
Kris Kringle Market

Rochester Regional Chamber of Commerce
248-651-6700
www.rrc-mi.com
The Rochester Regional Chamber of Commerce is a non-profit organization with a membership base of
businesses ranging from sole proprietors to nationally recognized corporations. Founded in 1955, they are the
principal voice of the greater Rochester region’s business community, focused on fostering a favorable climate
and promoting orderly and progressive development for our region.
The Chamber is dedicated to providing programs and services that enhance business potential. Owners,
managers and their representatives can promote their business through the Chamber’s community outreach,
business connections and networking opportunities.
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Why do Business in Rochester?
While the City of Rochester prides itself on being a citizen-first community, we also place a value and recognize the
importance of being a business-friendly City as well. The City has consistently maintained its position as a proeminent
commercial area.

Why Rochester
Located just 27 miles north of downtown Detroit.
CNN / Money Magazine recognized Rochester’s excellent quality of life by naming it as one of the Top 100
Best Places to Live.
Rochester was also featured by U.S. News and World Report’s “The Best Life” series as being one of the
“10 Best Places for Lifelong Learning.”
Rochester is just minutes from Oakland University, Rochester University, and Oakland Community College.
There are over 26 other major colleges and universities in southeastern Michigan.
Rochester’s workforce is highly educated, with 52% of its population having obtained a bachelor’s degree or
higher. This makes Rochester an ideal location for any leading edge company to establish operations.
The City of Rochester features a historic, vibrant, and thriving downtown which has been recognized as one
of the best in the State of Michigan and nationally.
As a member of Oakland County, we are in close proximity to a wide variety of innovative businesses. 57%
of all FORTUNE 500 companies have at least one business location in Oakland County.
The City of Rochester Economic Development team and its partners can help you establish or grow your
business.
The City is committed to working closely with entrepreneurs, business owners, and developers to provide a
business-friendly climate while meeting the needs of the community.
For additional information, or if you have any questions or concerns, please contact Nik Banda, our Economic &
Community Development Director and Deputy City Manager, by email at nbanda@rochestermi.org or at
248-733-3700 to find out more about the resources and incentives the city can offer your business.
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Good to Know
Am I using too much water?
Managing water usage through voluntary restrictions are both environmentally friendly and can help reduce
costs. Thus, starting in July 2021, Council City put in place non-mandatory sprinkler restrictions, in the hopes of
encouraging residents, homeowner associations, businesses and GLWA users to adjust usage habits and comply
with the City’s voluntary restrictions.Visit www.rochestermi.org/sprinkler for more details.

Don’t Chop Down That Tree!
The City values our urban canopy. Before any regulated tree with a diameter of seven (7”) inches or greater is
removed from public or private property, the City must be notified and consulted in order to avoid penalty.
Permits for tree removal are $50 and by contacting the City first, you prevent yourself from getting fined. For
more information, contact the City’s Deputy City Manager & Professional Forester, Nik Banda, to discuss the
removal of any trees at (248) 733-3700, or email him directly at nbanda@rochestermi.org.

Is my grass too tall?
Residents are encouraged to cut grass before it reaches six (6”) inches in height and to not blow grass clippings
into City streets to help prevent debris from clogging storm drains.

We love our pets...
Do you know that the top three dog breeds in our city are Labrador, Shih Tzu and Dashhound and the top three pet names are
Bella, Lucy and Charlie? We love seeing the dogs going for walks
in the City but whether in your yard or on a walk in the park,
please keep all lawns and public areas free from animal waste.

When can I put my garbage out?
The garbage should be out before 7am on the pickup day to make sure it won’t be missed.

What do I do with my expired medication?
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Never flush expired pharmaceuticals down a toilet or sink, where they can enter our drinking water supply.
Drop them off at the Rochester Police Department during normal business hours. Old medications can also be
dropped off at any North Oakland Household Hazardous Waste Program (NoHaz) Collection site this year. For
more information on the NoHaz Program and upcoming locations and times, visit www.oakgov.com.

Good to Know
Is my sidewalk clear of snow and ice?
Please shovel your sidewalk and keep it clear of ice and snow, for your family, your neighbors, and especially for
children going to and from school and for the elderly. City Code requires the owner/ occupant to clear snow
and ice from the sidewalks adjoining any side of the property. An accumulation of 3” or more of snow must be
cleared within 24 hours. Failure to clear snow and ice may result in the issuance of a civil infraction and a fine.

Shake Your Mailbox
The Rochester Department of Public Works (DPW) asks
residents who have mailboxes at the road edge to prepare for winter by
shaking their mailbox. By shaking your mailbox you can ensure it is
solidly in the ground.The initiative is intended to prevent mailboxes from
being damaged by snow pushed off the road by snowplows. If you have
questions on what is permitted, please call the Rochester DPW at (248)
651-5165 or visit the City’s website www.rochestermi.org/shake.

Weekend and Holiday Construction
If you are planning on making home improvements and your plans include Saturday construction that requires a
permit please remember that you will need to contact the Building Department in advance and request a special
permit for Saturday work, which generally will approve work from 9am to 5pm on Saturday only. Construction
work of this type is not allowed on Sundays or holidays.
Landscaping work does not require a special Saturday permit. If you have hired a contractor to do work on your
property, contractors are responsible for calling the Building Department at (248) 733-3700 to request a special
Saturday permit.

Can I feed the ducks in the park?
When visiting our community parks, please remember – do not feed
the waterfowl.
Feeding ducks and geese can compromise their natural ability to forage in the wild and may also attract a concentration of wildlife beyond
the capacity of the habitat. Plus, feeding waterfowl bread and other
human food is not good for the birds’ digestive systems.
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Connect with the City
www.rochestermi.org
www.facebook.com/rochestermigov
@Rochester_MI
www.linkedin/company/rochestermi
Find us on YouTube at City Of Rochester MI

